
PRESENTATION ON SOUTH AFRICAN 
GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES SYSTEM



LEGISLATION

• South African Geographical Names Council Act 
of 1998 (Act No 118)



KEY FOCUS AREAS

• South African Geographical Names Council

• Authoritative National Database



PROVINCES

• NINE PROVINCES



MUNICIPALITIES/LOCAL AUTHORITHIES

• 283 Local Authorities

• Metropolitan 

• District Municipalities



DATABASE

• HSRC Database – 90 000

• National Place Names Committee – 5000

• Surveys and Mapping – 91 600

• US Board on GNG of SA – 120 000



Project context
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A graphical representation of the 
different function modes that the 

system is capable of.
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Approved Geographical Names per province and 
language.

Language

Provinces Total number 
of names 
per 
languageWC EC NC FS ZN NW GP MP LP

Afrikaans 4 1 0 0 2 12 3 3 3 28

English 7 2 0 0 5 5 17 12 14 62

isiNdebele 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 7

isiXhosa 3 124 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 128

isiZulu 3 0 0 0 32 0 1 13 0 49

Sesotho 0 3 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 7

Sesotho sa Leboa 1 1 0 1 0 2 1 18 164 188

Setswana 0 0 3 2 0 99 1 9 4 118

SiSwati 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 1 51

Tshivenda 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 88 88

Xitsonga 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 23

Other languages 16 3 2 2 6 9 7 6 21 72

Total number of 
names 34 134 6 8 45 127 31 118 318 821



TOTAL NAMES APPROVED IN EACH PROVINCE
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TOTAL NUMBER OF APPROVED NAMES PER LANGUAGE
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